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CORONAVIRUS — SMALL BUSINESS COMPENSATION 

1. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s recent comments about the COVID-19 lockdown, and I quote — 

A scheme by which every business submits what they lost and so forth would be very complex … difficult 
to administer and probably expensive, and we would have to tax people to pay for it … 
It would go on for years trying to work it out. 

(1) Did the government have to tax people to pay for the government’s compensation payments under its 
$5.5 billion COVID response, including its apparent $942.8 million for small business, $456 million for 
housing construction and a $556 million reduction, or freeze, on household fees and charges? 

(2) If yes to (1), please identify the specific taxes applied. 
(3) Why would a small business compensation package for the current lockdown differ in cost and administrative 

burden from the government’s previous packages? 
(4) How is the Premier’s reported statement consistent with the rights to apply for compensation enshrined 

in statute, including at section 204 of the Public Health Act 2016? 

Hon SUE ELLERY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
(1)–(4) The state government’s strong financial management prior to and during the COVID-19 pandemic 

ensured that Western Australia was better placed than any other state to respond to the economic impacts 
of the pandemic. Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the state government has provided more 
than $7 billion in recovery initiatives, including direct and indirect support to business. However, the best 
support the government can provide to businesses is to get them back operating at 100 per cent as quickly 
as possible, which is what the government is committed to doing. We will look at what supports we can 
put in place to support small business, just as we have done before, noting that it is complex. 
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